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Introduction to the ADS

The Archaeology Data Service:

“Supporting research, learning and teaching 
with free, high quality and dependable 
digital resources”

• Preserves datasets according to International Best 

Practice.

• Provides free access to data. We never and will 

never charge for use

• Provides guidance and support to  data creators.
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Introduction to the ADS

• Set up in 1996

• The idea of a consortium of Higher Education 

archaeology departments and the Council for 

British Archaeology that a subject specific data 

centre was required

• Based within the Department of Archaeology at 

the University of York, under the leadership of 

Prof Julian Richards

• Currently 13 staff.



27/08/2019 http://archaeologydataservice.ac.uk 4
27/08/2019 4

Introduction to the ADS
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Challenges for Archaeology

Digital Data and Archaeology

• Archaeology is destructive

• Comprehensive records of field work are 

imperative

• Majority of data recorded in grey 

literature

• Traditionally, access to data has been 

problematic
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Challenges for Archaeology
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ADS collections: specialist catalogues

https://doi.org/10.5284/1028192



27/08/2019 http://archaeologydataservice.ac.uk 8

ADS collections: excavation

https://doi.org/10.5284/1051617
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ADS Collections: fieldwalking

https://doi.org/10.5284/1000007
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ADS Collections: fieldwalking
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ADS Collections: buildings

https://doi.org/10.5284/1046276
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ADS Collections: legacy

https://doi.org/10.5284/1029430
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• Any born digital or digitised data from 
heritage related projects:

• Local Societies/Groups/Partnerships

• Commercial Units

• Buildings specialists

• Higher Education researchers

• Independent researchers

ADS Collections remit
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ADS collections
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Web Services / WMS / OAI-PMH
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ARIADNE

http://portal.ariadne-infrastructure.eu/
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Funding (i)

• Originally core funded by AHRC as part of a wider 
service known as the Arts + Humanities Data Service

• Funding stopped in 2012

• ADS are self-funded based on a charging policy for 
archives of data (images, spreadsheets etc).

• Deposition of reports via a system called OASIS is 
free (funded through an SLA with national bodies)
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Funding (ii)

• Any charge is one off

• Covers all costs and 
preservation of dataset in 
perpetuity.

• Not for profit!!!

• Adhere to highest standards 
of Digital Preservation

• Accreditation is via an 
Internationally used standard
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Depositing

https://archaeologydataservice.ac.uk/advice.xhtml

https://archaeologydataservice.ac.uk/advice.xhtml


• Always happy to help

• Work with you in grant applications (big or 
small)

• help@archaeologydataservice.ac.uk

• collections@ads.ac.uk

Depositing

mailto:help@archaeologydataservice.ac.uk
mailto:collections@ads.ac.uk


http://intarch.ac.uk/about/donate.html

http://archaeologydataservice.ac.uk

Open Access Fund

http://intarch.ac.uk/about/donate.html
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Depositing

https://archaeologydataservice.ac.uk/deposit/How.xhtml

https://archaeologydataservice.ac.uk/deposit/How.xhtml
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OASIS

https://oasis.ac.uk/

https://oasis.ac.uk/
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OASIS

• OASIS is a data capture form

• Completely free to use

• Can be used by anyone

• Archaeological and heritage practitioners provide 
information about their investigations to local HERs 
and respective National Heritage Bodies.

• Users can upload unpublished reports: these are 
transferred into the ADS Library

• Development of the form and maintenance funded by 
Historic England and Historic Environment Scotland.
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• Current OASIS form dates to 2003/4

• 35,000+ records from England

• 35,000+ reports from England transferred to ADS

• People love having access to these reports!

• https://archaeologydataservice.ac.uk/library/
browse/series.xhtml?recordId=10302

OASIS

https://archaeologydataservice.ac.uk/library/browse/series.xhtml?recordId=10302
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• https://jigsawcambs.org/images/Guides/OASI
S_FORM_GUIDELINES_Cambridgeshire_Local_
Groups_May_2019.pdf

OASIS guidance

https://jigsawcambs.org/images/Guides/OASIS_FORM_GUIDELINES_Cambridgeshire_Local_Groups_May_2019.pdf


27

• But…

• Old technologies

• Things can get better

• Currently being redeveloped as part of 
Historic England’s Heritage Information Access 
Strategy (HIAS)

OASIS



28

A new OASIS

• Now in Stage 2: the redevelopment!

• Use of modern technologies to facilitate 
accurate and consistent data

• Easy to use

• Flexible workflows

• Simple and quick transfer of all reports into 
ADS Library

• Records always open!
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• Allow the location of a project to 
be recorded accurately

• OS admin areas

• HER areas

• Museum collecting areas

• Research Framework areas

Space is the Place
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• Highlight spatially relevant records

• Space to incorporate research questions

• Allow user to select their project as answering 
specific question

• Allow a Research Framework user to update 
questions for their areas

Research Frameworks

https://historicengland.org.uk/research/support-and-
collaboration/research-frameworks-
typologies/research-frameworks/

https://historicengland.org.uk/research/support-and-collaboration/research-frameworks-typologies/research-frameworks/
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• We want everyone to use /benefit from OASIS

• Communicate your research to HERs and wider 
sector (via HER data and reports in ADS)

• Allow you to research the outputs from the sector 
– commercial units, academics, buildings 
specialists, maritime, geophysics etc

• Yes, we are making the ADS easier to use!

Why does this matter?
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Thanks!

tim.evans@york.ac.uk

https://twitter.com/ADS_Update

help@archaeologydataservice.ac.uk

https://oasis.ac.uk/

mailto:tim.evans@york.ac.uk
https://twitter.com/ADS_Update
mailto:help@archaeologydataservice.ac.uk
https://oasis.ac.uk/

